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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ADDRESS TO THE CHILDREN OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


By the Rev. Dr. Hancxet, delivered in St. Michael’s Church, on Whit-monday at the 
Semi-Annual Meeting of the Sunday Schools of the Protestant Episcopal Churches in 
Charleston. 

I appear in this place, my dear children, with a message to you, from 
your Heavenly Father. ‘Consider what I say, and the Lord give you 
understanding in all things.” I am going to address you on a passage 
of Holy Scripture, that you will find in the 6th Chapter of the Epistle 
to the Ephesians, Ist, 2d and 3rd verses: ‘“‘ Children obey your parents 
in the Lord: for this is right. Honor thy father and thy mother, which 
is the first commandment with promise; that it may be well with thee, 
and thou may’st live long on the earth.” . 

These words are taken from the Bible, which contains the revealed 
will of God to man, and therefore, as a minister of his word, | com- 
menced by saying that I had a message for you from your Heavenly 
Father. They are a message of the first importance to your present 
and everlasting happiness. Let me therefore entreat you, not only to 
listen with great attention to what I may say about them; but also to 
pray fervently for an understanding heart, as the wise and great Solomon 
did, that you may profit by what you hear, and especially for that grace 
without which, you can do nothing good or acceptable to God. Let me 
further entreat you, when you gohome to take your Bible and read the text 
over and over again, till you commit it to memory, and indelibly im- 
press it on your minds, With God’s blessing, it will be a lamp to your feet 
and a light to your path, in the various stages or occupations of life, and 
may tend to check that waywardness of youth and spirit of insubordination 
in manhood to which, we are all of us more and less prone. I am going 
to address you on obedience to parents, because it seems to me that the 
violation of the fifth commandment, is a growing evil, and one of the 
prominent sins of the age and country in which we live. You all know 
the awful consequences of the disobedience of our first parents, Adam 
and Eve, to their Heavenly Father in the garden of Paradise. They 
were the peculiar children of God, created in his image—the last and 
best work of their Creator. God made them good; and in order that 
they might continue in this goodness and become righteous, he gave them 
a command to fulfil. To be righteous, is to have faith and obedience — 
faith whereby we believe the promise of God, and obedience whereby 
we keep his commandments, Now what was the command that God 
gave our first parents? Why simply, “not to eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil” “that grew in the midst of the garden. 
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And what was the promise attached to it? Why that of the fifth com- 
mandment, as implied by the warning: ‘In the day that thou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt surely die.” And did they prove that they were 
righteous, and inherit the promise, by their obedience to God? Alas, 
no. ‘They doubted God’s word, and in an evil hour partook of the 
forbidden fruit, and thus, by unbelief and disobedience, brought death 
into the world, the source of all the misery, temporal and spiritual that 
has befallen man from that day to this. The same sad result, in a modi- 
fied form, awaits every transgression of parental obedience now as it did 
then. It produces discord and confusion in families; creates riot and 
tumult in schools; disturbs the peace and harmony of society; excites to 
wars and fightings, unhinges the human frame, lets loose the elements of 
disease and death, and thus leads to a premature grave, and, if not repent- 
ed of, to everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord. If such 
be the bitter fruits of disobedience to parents, does it not become you, 
my dear children, to inquire with earnest solicitude into the meaning of 
the message with which I have come to you, in the words of the text ? 
“Children obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honor thy 
father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with promise ; 
that it may be well with thee, audthou mayest live long on the earth,” 
The message is very comprehensive, and implies obedience, not only 
to our father and mother; but to all in authority—to our governors, 
teachers, spiritual pastors and masters. ‘These superiors are ordained 
of God, and each of them is honored in the Scriptures, by the name of 
Father. They are therefore to us parents in the Lord, and for this rea- 
son it is, that our Church in her catechism, recognizes them as embraced 
in the fifth commandment, which is the sum and substance of the text. 
I do not mean to say that we are to yield a blind and implicit obedience 
to every command of our superiors. [or their commands may some- 
times be unreasonable or unscriptural. But as far as they agree with 
the will and word:of God, and do not conflict with our own inalienable 
rights, we are bound by the highest obligations, to respect and obey them. 
To begin with obedience to parents: This is a duty with which God 
will in no wise dispense. Your parents are the instruments of your 
being, and as such God has given them authority to command you, and 
affection to soften that authority. They have watched over you with 
anxious solicitude from the moment of your birth to the present hour— 
they have lavished the fondest caresses on your tender years—they have 
toiled with unwearied diligence to cherish and support you—they have 
endeavoured to give you every advantage of education in their power ; 
but especially that education, we trust, which is to train you up, for your 
real home in another and a better world. For these reasons “ it is 
right” as the text expresses it, that children should render implicit obe- 
dience to their parents in the Lord. There is a natural fitness and equity 
in it—it is the order of nature, and God has enjoined it. Let me ask 
you then, my young friends, have you received these blessings with 
gratitude and repaid them in a spirit of willing obedience? Have 
you never disputed a kind father’s will? Have you never rebelled 
against a tender mother’s authority ? Have you lent a ready ear to their 
disinterested instructions, and especially to those instructions which, by 
the blessing of God, are to make you wise unto salvation? I fear few, 
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very few of my young hearers could conscientiously answer in the af- 
firmative. And why have you not that spirit of obedience? Do you 
not love your parents ? Do you not respect and esteem them? Do 
you not feel that they havea claim on your gratitude, no less than your 
justice? Doubtless you do. But the fault lies in your own corrupt 
nature. The fear of God, which is the beginning of wisdom, is not in 
you. You have often failed in obedience to your parents in the Lord, 
because you have been unmindful that the eye of God is upon you— 
because you have not sufficiently realized the awful truth that he marks 
each open and secret rebellious act in thought, word and deed, and will 
one day bring you to account for it; and because you do not bear in 
mind the declaration of Scripture, which you have so often heard: “The 
eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to vbey his mother, the ra- 
vens of the valley shall pluck it out, and the young eages shall eat it.” 

To obey your parentsin the Lord, implies not only unreserved sub- 
mission to their authority ; but a lowly and modest demeanor accompa- 
nied by a heartfelt respect, reverence and love for them. What says the 
text? ‘Honor thy father and thy mother.” In these words you can- 
not fail to recall one of (zod’s great commandments, which you have 
learned in your catechism, rehearsed to your ministers, and had explained 
to you from time to time, by your parents, sponsors, and Sunday school 
teachers, as well as your pastors. They imply love and respect, no less 
than obedience. They exact a deportment, like that of Joseph, who, 
though high in authority, when he breught his sons to receive the blessing 
of Jacob his father, “‘ bowed himself with his face to the earth,”’ 

Obedience is peculiarly the duty and virtue of childhood; but love 
and reverence must never be dispensed with. They must be practised 
in every stage and condition of life, and especially at that period when 
obedience is no longer due. Childhood soon passes away. Your parents 
may be spared to you long after you have attained to-manhood or wo- 
manhood; and happy, most happy should they esteem themselves who 
are blessed by the longevity of these first and best of friends. Then, 
my dear children, the act, though not the virtue of obedience in a mea- 
sure changes its character. Childlike docility, must be replaced by 
respect and reverence; and infantine love, by that grateful emotion that 
delights to recall each fond indulgence and knows no bitterness save in 
the thought that time must produce,—of a temporary separation, and 
that in the usual course of nature the child must soon follow the parent 
to the grave. And what, let me ask you, will then be the feeling of the 
disobedient rebellious child, the disrespectful opinionated young man, 
the self-willed young woman—the despisers of fathers aud mothers ?— 
If not lost to all sense of shame—to all emotions of gratitude and love, 
they will then experience the severest of all pangs, remorse. 

But let us turn once more, to the best companion of the Bible, your 
Prayer-book. What says the portion especially allotted to childhood 
and youth, your concise yet comprehensive catechism, on your duty to 
your neighbour, in explanation of the fifth Commandment? “ Love, 
honour, and succour your father and mother.” Here you are taught, 
that something more than love, respect and obedience are due to 
them. You are told, that you are bound to succour your father and 
mother; that is to help them in every way in which youcan. This 
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instruction corresponds exactly with the scripture precept, “ requite your 
parents.” And is not this, let me ask you, a reasonable duty? In 
the helplessness of infancy, they cherished you—in the waywardness of 
childhood, they bore with you—in the indiscretion of youth, they coun- 
selled you. Is there not then,a debt due to their declining strength 
and years? Yes, my young friends; if a spark of natural affection, or 
grateful feeling glows in your bosoms, you will acknowledge the debt, 
and endeavor to repay it by every act of kindness and love. And now 
that the period has arrived, although you are yet young, when you may, 
by your actions, prove the sense of your obligations, let me entreat you, 
to take from them as much as you can, the burthen of care, and if feeble 
health be the portion of their latter days, to soothe them with the same 
assiduity and kindness, with which they cherished your early dawn.— 
The affectionate obedient child needs no further exhortation or comment 
on this subject. Nature, guided by religion, will point out the various 
methods, by which the infirmities of age may be alleviated, the bed of 
sickness soothed, or the hour of death solaced. 

I proceed therefore, to illusttate the further application of the text. 
It has already been remarked, that our governors, teachers, spiritual 
pastors and masters, are in some sense; our parents in the Lord, and as 
such we owe them submission in virtue of this command. Amongst 
these, our catechism ranks the civil authority, as having the first claim 
to your honor and obedience. And well they may; for upon them de- 
volve the care and authority of your persons, your lives and your pro- 
perty. They are the divinely appointed fathers of your country. ‘“ By 
him, kings reign and princes decree justice.” And hence, the immu- 
table word of God has commanded obedience tothem, Its language is: 
‘** Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God.” “ Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord’s sake, whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto governors 
as sent by him; for so is the will of God.” ‘* Whosoever resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive 
to themselves damnation,” By the civil authority is meant the govern- 
ment under which you live. All good governments are based on the 
laws of God, and none perhaps, conduce more to “the safety, honor and 
welfare” of a people, than our own republican form. Yet I fear much 
evil has arisen from it to our youth, from the mistaken idea of indepen- 
dence, which it so justly boasts of. But remember, my young friends, 
that independence in no sort, implies insubordination. The first is the 
natural prerogative of an enlightened being; the latter, the rebellious 
spirit of the ignorant. The child trained in habits of obedience is grad- 
ually preparing for usefulness in advancing years, and by proper educa- 
tion, will be fitted in due time, to take his station in the councils of his 
country, as the enlightened, reflecting, but above ali I should hope, the 
religious statesman, or useful and exemplary citizen; whilst the disobe- 
dient child becomes with time, the unruly youth, and afterwards the 
turbulent, vicious, or useless member of society; the “resisters of the 
ordinance of God, who shall receive to themselves damnation.” And 
have you not, my young friends, an incentive to obedience to the civil 
authority, in the example of your blessed Saviour. He who was the 
master of the world, and commands you to “ render tribute to whom 
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tribute is due, custom to whom custom, honor to whom honor,” wrought 
a miracle that he might pay tribute unto Cesar, and thus set mankind an 
example of obedience to rulers. 

The third and last claim on your obedience, enjoined in the text, em- 
braces a larger extent of duty to the explanation of which, | beg your 
patient attention, and again refer you to the words of your catechism : 
‘to submit yourselves to all your governors, teachers, spiritual pastors 
and masters.” Submission implies ready obedience or compliance with 
the just commands or laws of a superior. This is due not only to 
those, who conduct the public business of your country at large, but to 
those also who have the control over you in any department of life—who 
are your superiors in any gift of divine providence, whether of a civil or 
religious nature, of riches, of age, of knowledge, or of any thing else. 
‘‘ The elders entreat as fathers, andthe elder women as mothers.” Es- 
pecially is it due to your teachers, whether of the Sunday School, or 
those to whom your parents have entrusted the cultivation of your 
minds and the improvement of your moral and religious conduct. These 
teachers are the representatives for the time being, of your parents, and 
as such, are entitled to your affectionate respect as well as obedience.— 
But alas! what is more common, than a spirit of rebellion and insubor- 
dination in the greater number of youth! It is this spirit that obliges 
the teacher against his better feelings, to have recourse to the “rod of 
correction ;” and mark, my young friends, in obedience to the word of 
God. “The rod and reproof give wisdom; but a child left to himself 
bringeth his mother to shame.” If aspirit of obedience is not culti- 
vated in early childhood, the perverse inclination will grow with your 
growth, and strengthen with your strength, till at length you become a 
pest to society and a torment to yourself. You all know with what ease, 
you can bend atwig. But can you make any impression on the sturdy 
oak? It is just so with yourselves. In early life you will find no great 
difficulty, with God’s help, to subdue your unruly dispositions. But 
yield to them till by frequent repetition they become habitual, and soon, 
very soon, they will get the ascendency, and defy all your efforts to con- 
trol or correct them. It is from this cause, that you see so many turbu- 
lent members of society, so many self-willed Christians, so many restless, 
heady, high-minded persons, who, like Diotrephes are forever strivin 
to have the pre-eminence; and in order to obtain it, often break through 
the restraints imposed by reason and propriety, no less than the laws and 
regulations under which they are placed. 

But if obedience is due to your teachers, how much more is it, to your’ 
spiritual pastors and masters—the ministers under whose charge you are 
placed by the providence of God? What says the word of God in regard 
tothese? ‘Obey those who have the rule over you, for they watch for 
your souls,as they must give account.” Sacred and awful charge! The 
care of your precious and immortal souls—souls that can never perish— 
souls that must live forever, either in everlasting bliss before the throne of 
God, or in never-ending misery banished from his presence. Obey your 
spiritual teachers, by being persuaded by their good advice and admoni- 
tions, by keeping holy the Sabbath day in obedience to the command of 
your Heavenly Father, by regularly attending at your Sunday School, by 
going duly prepared with your lessons, by coming to be catechised by 
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your ministers, and by giving a willing ear to instruction. Someof you 
my young friends, have doubtless found it irksome at times, to listen to 
instruction ; but only persevere for awhile, and be assured you will find 
your interest increasing with increasing knowledge. Remember the 
vows that are upon you and that you are fast approaching, and many of 
you, perhaps, have already attained the age, when you are bound to take 
them on yourselves in the holy and apostolic rite of confirmation. Re- 
member, that by baptism you were made members of Christ, children 
of God and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven; and as such are 
pledged by every consideration of gratitude and self-interest to keep 
them—and never forget, my young friends, that you can claim the privi- 
leges of baptism no longer, than while you give heed to those things, 
which your ministers teach you agreeably to the word of God. 

Finally, in explanation of the duty before you, your catechism teaches 
that you are bound by it, to “ order yourselves lowly and reverently to all 
your betters.” By betters is meant the aged, and all in social life, 
whose virtues, talents, learning and station, have exalted them above 
their fellow-beings. And to order yourself lowly and reverently to them 
is to treat them with respect, to listen with docility to their advice and 
instruction, and to acquiesce in their wishes with meekness and rever- 
ence. ‘ With the ancient is wisdom,” says Job, “and in length of days 
is understanding.” Men live not for themselves alone. The aged, in 
the vicissitudes of life, have collected experience and knowledge for the 
young; and, if you consult and follow their advice, you may be saved 
from many snares, into which unwary youth are led by the thoughtless 
and vicious. The same may be said of every superior, but especially of 
those who are fighting the good fight of faith, and are using their talents 
to the glory of God, and the benefit of their fellow beings. Welcome 
then, with respectful attention the advice of your betters, whether in age, 
virtues, piety, talent, learning, or station. Spontaneously seek counsel 
from their better judgment, and follow it with meekness and lowliness 
of mind. ‘“ Your contemporaries in age,” says an excellent writer, 
‘“‘ however amiable their dispositions, however promising their talents, are 
exposed by youth to those very delusions by which your own opinions 
are likely to be misled, by which the eyes of your elders may no longer 
be dazzled.”’ On what account did the ten tribes revolt from Rehoboam 2 
‘‘ Because he forsook the counsel of the old men that had stood before 
Solomon his father: and answered after the advice of the young men 
that were brought up with him.” When your betters kindle not with 
the admiration with which you gaze on the object before you—when 
they rate it at a value far inferior to that, with which your own fervid 
fancy has arrayed it—when they check your ill-advised zeal or youthful 
enthusiasm in matters even of a religious or benevolent aspect; say 
not to yourselves: “‘ Their feelings are chilled and deadened by time, 
their understanding is darkened by the mist of years, or they lie un- 
der the want of illuminating grace, they are incompetent to appre- 
ciate the pleasures within my reach, the gratifications belonging to the 

rime of life, or the utility of the measures I propose to pursue.” If, 
in the fulness of self-sufficient confidence, you refuse them credit for 
superiority in wisdom: recollect, at least,the obvious advantages, under 
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which they exercise their judgment. They have trodden the length of 
the paths, on which you are only about to enter. They have most pro- 
bably proved by experience, what you decide upon from impulse alone.” 

I could dwell much longer upon this important and interesting sub- 


ject: But time admonishes me to conclude. Let me simply remark, 


that what has been said may be improved by-us all. We, each one of 
us, brethren, from the highest to the lowest, from the oldest to the 
youngest, from the Bishop to the Clergy, bear the relation of children 
to parents, in some sense or other. God grant that we may give heed to 
the solemn and comprehensive injunction of the text, in these several 
relations. ‘Then shall our peace flow as a river, and our righteousness 
be as the waves of the sea.” 

One word more and I have done. The Sunday School, when pro- 
perly conducted, is a fruitful field under God, for the cultivation of the 
duty we have contemplated. If, therefore, we value our own happiness, 
or that of our children, it becomes each of us to sustain and cherish that, 
with which we are more immediately connected, and to avail ourselves, 
of the advantages it affords. In those connected with our Chapels, we look 
with peculiar solicitude, for the development of its fruits amongst a class 
of children, who might otherwise perhaps, grow up in ignorance of the 
commandment with promise. And that their utmost influence may be felt, 
we earnestly solicit your liberal contributions on the present occasion, 
to be divided between them, for their encouragement and support. 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ESSAY ON THE HISTORY OF ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH. 


(Continued from page 40.) 
CHAPTER XI, 


In this chapter, we continue the biographical notices of members of 
this congregation. Inthe year 1824, appended to a Sermon by the 
Rector, on text, Rev. xiv: 13, were these remarks: “ Never, my 
‘ brethren, have our ministers more fully participated in the consolation 
‘of the text than on the present occasion. Of our excellent sister* de- 
‘ parted, as we believe, to be ever with the Lord, the loss of whose ser- 
‘ vices to this flock, we sensibly feel, and cannot but deplore, it may be 
‘ permitted to say, that devotion and charity were the law of her life.— 
‘Not that she neglected her domestic avocations, While the weightier 
‘matters were properly attended to, other things were not left undone. 
« Recognizing, with many, that “ one thing was needful.” She knew that 
« other objects in their inferior claims on her time, and attention were 
«not to be disregarded. If she was not in her place at the temple, you 
«might be sure that sickness or some work of mercy justified her ab- 
«sence. At the altar she statedly appeared, and if the countenance and 





*Miss E. Bacot. 
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‘ demeanor be an index of the heart, we may add she was there with a 
‘ penitent heart, and a joyfully thankful remembrance of her blessed Sa- 
‘ viour. 

‘‘In imitation of him to whose service she had dedicated herself, she 
‘ went about doing good. ‘To relieve the poor, the sick, and the afflicted, 
‘according to her ability was a pleasure which she highly valued and I 
‘may almost say it was her dailyemployment. With an activity almost 
‘too great for her feeble frame she sought out kumble members of our 
‘flock in every quarter of our city, to advise with them as to the con- 
‘cerns of their souls, and if she could do no more, to weep with them 
‘that weep. ‘The claims of other persons, particularly of the stranger 
‘and those neglected children who are as lambs having no shepherd, she 
‘ did not overlook, but she felt that they whom she met in the house and 
‘at the table of her Lord, were more peculiarly entitled to her solici- 
‘tude, and it was for these, her brethren and sisters in Christ, that she 
‘especially spent her strength—and to them, imparted her sympathy. 

“As our Lord remarked of another pious female ‘‘she did what she 
‘could.” Were any sick among you, she reminded you of the advice of 
‘St. James, to call forthe ministers of the Church and let them pray with 
‘you. She informed your ministers when you needed their visitations, 
‘ and if you omitted to ask the prayers of the congregation, she obtained 
‘them for you. Were your children not prepared to be catechised, she 
‘ would encourage you and them to come forward. And when arrived at 
‘ years of discretion not seldem was she the happy instrument of persuad- 
‘ing them to give themselves up to their Lord in the solemn ordinance of 
‘confirmation. There was no plan for the advancement of Christianity, 
‘which met the approbation of those whose judgment she respected, 
‘which she was not ready to promote with a steady and constant zeal. 

‘‘ But chiefly, is her great loss to this congregation felt, in her capacity 
‘of a Sunday School Teacher. Humble as this office is generally con- 
‘ sidered, its importance in relation to society and its infinite importance 
‘with respect to the individuals, chiefly concerned, cannot be doubted. 
‘Of one division of this school she was among the founders, and not to 
‘be discouraged in any good cause to her zeal and perseverance we are 
‘ principally indebted for its present flourishing condition. Her per- 
‘ suasion brought the scholars here, and here she met them to teach them 
‘ their duty—to remonstrate against their spiritual insensibility or luke- 
‘warmness, and to beseech them to follow after holiness and the things 
‘ wherewith one may edify another. She was the great attraction of 
‘the school, and when necessarily absent, we of course, missed many of 
‘the pupils in whom she alone seemed capable of exciting a love for 
‘ this duty and means of improvement. Several of them were of adult 
‘age and she was the happy instrument of preparing them both in mind 
‘and heart for admission to the ordinances of the Church. But she was 
‘not merely a Sunday Teacher. Sensible that in the things of religion 
‘more peculiarly man needs line upon line and precept upon precept, 
‘she was willing to give religious instruction and counsel to, on the other 
‘days in the week, and there were some who gladly availed themselves 
‘of this additional privilege. That they whom she led into the way of 
‘ peace were sincerely thankful, was sufficiently evident to those who 
‘ noticed their greetings on each Sunday and prayer day, when the eye 
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‘ suffused with tears the humble courtesy and the affectionate inquiry 
‘showed that they recognized their benefactress. Aud when has any 
‘death excited in our Christian society so general and deep a sorrow ? 
‘when have we seen any chamber of death so thronged with sincere 
‘ mourners—when has any grave been more honored by the tears of the 
‘ widow, the fatherless and the poor African ?”’ 

“ Depraved as human nature is, it is delightful to find that it is not in- 
‘ sensible to the claims of a pure benovolence and that they who pity the 
‘ poor and pray for the sinner will often reap a rich harvest in the tokens 
‘of heartfelt gratitude and in the blessings of many ready to perish. It 
‘ought to be added that she escaped the dangers of enthusiasm—by con- 
‘stantly cultivating a zeal according to knowledge; adhering to the 
‘sober principles of her own Church—and endeavoring to be useful in 
‘that line, which providence and -holy scripture have marked out for 
‘ different individuuls according to their sex and circumstances. It was 
‘the privilege of our sister to pass the last day of her life in the house 
‘of the Lord—and to be engaged with almost her latest breath in that 
‘employment which her soul loved. She was at our religious school on 
‘ Sunday, and selected the 134 Psalm to be sung. The exercises were 
‘ closed with that prayer in which is contained the pious wish that we 
‘may ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life which is given 
‘usin our Saviour Jesus Christ. In afew hours she exchanged this 
‘hope for the possession as we trust of everlasting life, and entered into, 
‘as we have every reason to believe, the joy of her Lord. Spared the 
‘ pains of disease—the anguish of bidding adieu to many valued friends— 
‘the apprehensions of futurity and it would scem also the ordinary pangs 
‘of dissolution, she passed as it were immediately from the Church on 
‘earth tothe Church in heaven. It has been mentioned that our friend 
‘had expressed a great dread of sudden death. The humility of her 
‘character naturally made her desire some warning to set her house in 
‘order, and to trim her lamp, but to very few if any was this warning 
‘less necessary. If we have made our calling and election sure, great 
‘indeed is the privilege (which was vouchsafed to our sister) as to this 
‘manner of removal. Emphatically may it be said that she was permit- 
‘ted to be useful to the last—to be faithful even unto death.” 

“My brethren. Providence in this awful dispensation speaks to us 
‘plainly. May divine grace forbid that he should speak in vain. He 
‘calls us to improve the means of salvation while we are allowed to enjoy 
‘them. How know you, but this evening your soul may be required ? 
‘ How do you know that you shall hear the voice of another preacher, 
‘that you shall see the light of another day? Imitate your friend. Use 
‘this Lord’s day as if it were your last. Go from this sanctuary as if you 
‘ were never to return to it—prepared by a repentance towards God and 
‘a faith in our Lord Jesus Christ—to surrender your interest in time and 
‘to meet the decisions of eternity. You lave resolved and re-resolved to 


‘renounce sin and to profess Christ before men at his holy altar. Do 
‘not procrastinate. Another time, and only once more, may the holy 
‘table be spread for you. Whenever you come to that feast, for a long 
‘time to come, several of you must think of your sister, for it was she 
‘who persuaded and assisted and encouraged you by kind and repeated 
‘ conversations, by the loan of pious books, by bringing your ministers to 
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‘see you, by prayers for you and with you, by improving the propitious 
‘season, when the hand of God was upon you to perform this, your 
‘bounden duty and service. In the exceeding great and endless com- 
‘fort of that feast you must think of her but for whose agency you might 
‘ still be afar off—still as a stranger wandering away from your father’s 





‘ board.” 
‘Brethren! The death of such a person involves us, who survive, in 
J ‘a serious responsibility. ‘The work of the Lord must be done. The 





‘ poor, the sick, the afflicted, must be ministered unto. ‘The careless, the 
‘ignorant; the young, must be attended to, according to their respective 
‘necessities. Are you, my brethren, willing to perform these duties—to 
‘fill up the chasm which death has made? Will you decline the rich 
‘enjoyment of charity—especially charity to the soul—and the exalted 
‘ privilege of being a co-worker with the God of beneficence? Whether 
‘you unite in it, or not, the work will goon, God will never be at a loss 
‘for suitable ageuts. But he offers to employ you in his service—for the 
‘everlasting welfare of your fellow men. Heshows you a vacancy in 
‘the band of those who go about doing good. Will you supply it ?— 
‘ Will you endeavor to repair the loss to society and the Church? Will 
‘ you mark the steps of the departed saint, and endeavor to walk therein ; 
‘ counting it your first desire to promote the religion of your Redeemer, 
‘and so to “ let your light shine before men, that they may see your good 
‘works, and glorify your father in heaven.” 

“Will you be followers of her, who, through faith and patience, we 
‘trust, has inherited the promises? Shall your ministers have the un- Be 
‘speakable satisfaction of finding in you, such another valuable auxil- st 
‘iary ? Shall we meet you often in the cabin of poverty—the chamber 
‘of the sick—the dark house of sorrow? Shall we receive from your 
‘hands, kind mementos to pray for this sister and that brother? Shall 
‘we hear those who were anxiously inquiring what they shall do to be 
‘saved, thank God, that they became acquainted with you—and 
‘acknowledge with flowing tears, that you, through grace, kept their feet 
‘from falling, and their souls from death, that you taught them and their 
‘children, and more than taught them, entreated them, to forsake that 
‘ which is evil, and to cleave to that whichis good? Shall we often meet 
‘you in this holy place, in all its appropriate duties—in prayer—in par- 
‘taking of the holy supper—in witnessing baptisms—in undertaking the 
‘charitable office of sponsors, in the Sunday school? I trust we shall, 
‘that you will this day usefully meditate on the example of our departed 
‘friend and resolve to go and do likewise.” 

In 1830, the Appendix to a Sermon, by the Rector, was as follows: 
“Tt has pleased the wise disposer of events to remove from the scenes 
‘of earthly usefulnes, one of our best members.* A more sincere, a 
‘more devoted, and according to her ability, a more active and liberal 
‘Christian is not left among us. The Church and society mourn the 
‘loss of a bright example, and of faithful, constant, and valuable servi- 
‘ces, may I not add of those fervent prayers, in their behalf, which we 
‘are told avail much—while her near relatives recognize in her depar- 
‘ture the breaking of one of the chief links of that chain which too 
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‘often prevents the affections from freely raising themselves to God and 
‘heaven. Born of Christian parents; early dedicated to God in bap- 
‘tism; educated in the nurture and admonition of the gospel, with her 
‘own mouth and consent on the very first opportunity which occurred, 
‘she ratified and confirmed the obligations of a disciple of Christ, and 
‘may we not truly say, that she hath led the rest of her life, according 
‘to this beginning—in the fear and worship of God, in doing good unto 
‘all men, and especially unto them that are of the household of faith, 
‘and in cultivating the meekness and self-denial, which are equally in- 
‘ dispensable in the Christian character. Month after month, and festi- 
‘val after festival, did she participate with us in the ‘‘ Communion of 
‘ Saints,” and remembering that she who loveth God must love her breth- 
‘ren, also, promptly and perseveringly did she co-operate with those 
‘ associations, equally honorable to our community and to the sex by 
‘whom they were instituted and are conducted, whose object it is to 
‘ provide for tho spiritually destitute in our city, the ordinances of the 
‘ gospel statedly administered in their own chapel, and pious books and 
‘ tracts, in particular the holy Bible, which is able to make them wise 
‘unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, Let me not forget to 
‘ mention, not to raise our sister in your estimation, for she is now be- 
‘ yond our praises, but to move you to be a follower of her as she was 
‘of Christ, that her co-operation was with our Sunday Schools, so long 
‘as her health permitted, and that when no longer present in body, her 
‘heart was with you, respected teachers and beloved children, “ joying 
‘ and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.” 
‘ But she was not merely a Sunday teacher. Daily, to her servants and 
‘others, who chose to avail themselves of the benefit, did she impart the 
‘knowledge of divine things, giving line upon line and precept upon 
‘ precept, here a little and there a little. ‘That they whom she was the 
‘ instrument of leading into the way of peace were sincerely thankful, 
‘ was sufficiently evident to those who noticed their greetings on Sun- 
‘ days and prayer days, when by the eye suffused with tears, the humble 
‘courtesy, and the affectionate inquiry, they were seen to recognize 
‘their benefactress. The claims of a pure benevolence are not always 
‘ disregarded, and they who pity the poor and pray for the sinner, will 
‘ often reap a rich harvest in the tokens of a heartfelt gratitude, and in the 
‘ benedictions of those, who, but for their kind admonitions might have 
‘perished. It ought to be added, that she escaped the dangers of zeal 
‘ by cultivating knowledge, adhering stedfastly to the sober principles of 
‘her own Church, and carefully acting in that sphere, which providence 
‘and Scripture have assigned to each individual according to their sex 
‘and circumstances. The closing scene of her life was consistent with 
‘the “simplicity and godly sincerity” which marked the whole of it. 
‘Is any sick among you ? let him call for the elders, (that is the minis- 
‘ters of the Church,) and let them pray over him.” “ Ifthe sick person 
‘be not able to come to the Church, and yet is desirous to receive the 
‘Communion in his house, then he must give timely notice to the 
‘ Minister, and he shall there celebrate the holy Communion.” These 
‘injunctions of Scripture and the Church, her enlightened piety could 
‘not overlook; and while in her whole deportment. we witnessed the 
triumph of faith over the pains of the outward man, her request was 
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‘as appropriate as it was affecting, pray that ‘the enemy may have no 
‘advantage over me” and that I may not “ at my last hour, for any pains 
‘of death, fall from God.” 

The death of a member in 1831, was thus noticed by the Rec- 
tor, at her grave, on a plantation in the country: “ The respect- 
‘able lady* whose remains we have now committed to the earth, “in 
‘hope of a joyful resurrection,” was, for many years, a worshipper and 
‘a partaker of the Lord’s table at the Church of which, the speaker 
‘is the minister. Her parents are understood to have been of 
‘another denomination of Christians, but having a preference for the 
‘ Protestant Episcopal Church, she made a profession of religion in the 
‘same, and was admitted to the ordinance of baptism in adult age, 
‘by the minister, whose melancholy duty it is to perform for her the 
‘last solemn office. That she found satisfaction in the courts of the 
‘ Lord, and felt it a duty to attend upon public worship, and upon the in- 
‘structions of his ministers, cannot be doubted, when we recollect that 
‘she was so seldom absent either on the Lord’s day or on prayer days, 
‘ notwithstanding her residence was at a distance from the Church and 
‘her state of health such as some persons would have considered a suffi- 
‘cient excuse for remaining at home, and avoiding a walk which was 
‘often attended with so much fatigue, that she found it necessary 
‘to stop for a time, on the way, at the house of some friend.— 
‘We advert to these circumstances as some, among the evidences 
‘which we trust a more intimate acquaintance would have afford- 
‘ed, that our departed sister was a good Christian, Her example 
‘is proposed to your imitation. If you do not remember the Sab- 
‘bath day to keep it holy: If you have no love for ‘the Sanctuary, 
‘find no delight in joining in its prayers and praises, and habitually 
‘turn your back on the word and the sacraments, be assured you 
‘are far, very far from the kingdom of God. On the contrary, if you 
‘can enter into the feelings of the man after God’s own heart, the pious 
‘psalmist, when he says ‘“O how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord 
‘of Hosts. I had rather be a door keeper in the house of my God, 
‘than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness’”—if you reverence the Sab- 
‘bath, the Sanctuary, the Sacraments, and habitually attend upon their 
‘sacred duties, you have at least one mark, by which genuine piety has 
‘been distinguished in every age. It pleased a righteous God to make 
‘our departed sister the subject of many and heavy afilictions, “ Whom 


‘the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re- 


‘ceiveth.” The hope is cherished that her sorrows were sanctified to 
‘her, that she now knows that it was indeed good for her to have been 
‘afflicted. Her last sickness having been on this Island? it has not 
‘been in my power to visit her—but I have been informed, that her con- 
‘duct in the prospect of death, was consistent with her Christian profes- 
‘sion, and with those pious traits in her character which I have men- 
‘ tioned. 

‘Our consolations under this bereavement are the hope, that the Sa- 
‘vior when she professed before men, has owned her as his, before the 
‘angels—that her troubles are forever ended, and that henceforth, she 
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‘will be uninterruptedly and perfectly happy, for in heaven are health ; 
‘ the peace which passeth all understanding ; that pure joy which cometh 
‘from the Holy Ghost; and that glory which excelleth all other glory. 
* We shall go to her, but she shall not return to us; we shall pass to the 
‘grave, and after death cometh the judgment. It depends upon our 
‘embracing the faith of the gospel, whether that judgment will be 
‘in our favor or against us. ‘‘ Brethren the time is short. Now is the 
‘accepted time. Now is the day of salvation. To day if ye will 
‘ hear his voice, harden not your hearts,” By the death of our friends, 
‘God is daily reminding us, that we have here no abiding city—that 
‘death to each one of us is inevitable, and may come immediately, 
‘«* Let your loins be girt and your lamps trimmed,” as becomes faithful 
‘servants waiting for the coming of their Lord. Take warning from 
‘ the case of the foolish virgins. ‘Seek the Lord while he may be found,” 
‘for if you delay, it may be too late, to call on him, and when you say 
‘« Lord, Lord open unto us, he will reply, I know you not.” It is during 
‘this short life that you must make provision for a blissful immortality. 
‘ The way and means thereto are repentance towards God, and faith in 
‘our Lord Jesus Christ. Are you yet in your sins? Have you not la- 
‘ mented them, confessed them to God, prayed for his forgivenesss—and 
‘rested all your hopes of an answer to your prayers, of pardon, of 
‘ grace, and of glory, on the merits of Jesus the Saviour—then you are 
‘not fit to die. You have no well founded hope of salvation. Is not 
‘this a distressing,an alarming situation? Be persuaded then to indulge 
‘ procrastination no longer. Choose the good way and act upon your 
‘ decision firmly and perseveringly. If the melancholy scene which we 
‘are this day called to witness, should, under the divine blessing, be the 
‘means of bringing us to serious reflection,—and ultimately to salvation, 
‘ our sister will not have died in vain. May those more immediately in- 
‘terested in this dispensation of providence look to him whose name is 
‘ “ Comforter’’—find him a very present help in this their day of trouble, 
‘be led by his grace to see how transitory are the best enjoyments of the 
‘ present life, and so, to set their affections on things above, which alone 
‘can yield solid and lasting happiness. And may we all remember, that 
‘“ one thing is needful,” and ‘‘ what is a man profited, if he gain the 
‘ whole world and lose his soul. 

‘ Brethren, be ye followers of those who through faith and patience 
‘ followed Christ, and you will inherit the promises. Yours will be the 
‘pure joy of that rest which remaineth for the people of God, in the 
‘temple not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Yours will be 
‘the privilege of associating with the holy angels arid the spirits of the 
‘just made perfect, in praising God the Father, the Redeemer, the 
‘ Sanctifier, with noble powers and purified hearts, through the everlast- 
‘ ing ages.” 

In 1832, departed this life, Mrs. Sarah Russell, and at the close of his 
‘ Sermon the Rector said, “ Such reflections as these are naturally sug- 
‘gested, by the memory of a venerable and excellent lady, long a mem- 
‘ber of this Congregation, more recently worshipping in another build- 
‘ing, but always cherishing our one faith, and our one worship, and 
‘clinging to the Church founded on the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus 
‘Christ himself being the chief corner stone; the Church in which God 
‘hath set, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, for the 
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‘work of the Ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we 
‘ all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
‘God unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
‘of Christ—that is in the heavenly state, not until his arrival at which, 
‘can the Saint attain any standard, that in the least, approaches per- 
‘ fection. 

‘To count all things but loss, for the excellency of the knowledge 
‘of Christ Jesus her Lord. To be found in him, having the righteous- 
‘ness which is of God, through Christ, by faith, Todoall the good she 
‘could to her fellow Christians, and fellow men-—to their bodies and 
‘souls, by her purse—her sympathy—her energies of mind and body: 
‘To live near to God—walking by faith, and estimating beyond all 
‘comparison, the hopes of the gospel—were the constant and diligent 
‘ study, and in a degree, in which it could be said of few mortals, the suc- 
‘cessful endeavor of this departed Saint. How many children in the 
* Schools which she assisted to sustain: How many of “all sorts and 
‘conditions of men,” in the Church, where the poor have the gospel 
‘ preached to them, of which she was the chief founder, shall own and 
‘bless her as the instrument under God, of their knowledge unto salva- 
‘tion, can only be known on that day when the secrets of charity shall 
‘ be disclosed, and the number of the saved, settled for eternity! Let a 
‘the Sunday teacher, and scholar, as they pass her grave, be reminded : 
‘of the happiness in life, the peace in death, and the greater glory in ‘ 
‘that world, where one star differeth from another star in glory, which bs 
‘are the rewards of those who remember their Creator in the days of ‘ 
‘their youth, and lead the residue of their life according to this begin- | 
‘ning. Let the young and their guides be encouraged by the blessing 
‘ which in this instance crowned parental prayers and endeavors to bring 
‘up the child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. In these re- 
‘marks, there is no intention to praise our friend—the friend of all the 
‘ministers of our land—and of all of every name who love our Lord 
‘ Jesus Christ in sincereity, for it is fully realized, that she is far beyond 
‘the praises of any mortal. But it is recollected, that a true Christian is 
‘the salt of the earth, the light of the world. It is desired to hold up 
‘for imitation, such an example of sober, yet warm piety, keeping the 
‘middle path between the opposite rocks of superstition and enthusi- 
‘asm; of formality and fanaticism; an example of deep humility, and . 
‘entire confidence in, and reliance upon the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
‘came into the world to save sinners—of discriminating and generous 
‘and never wearied charity—of a devoted and persevering holy obedi- 
‘ence, in short, of a ¢onsistent Christian character. We would have you 
‘reminded, that the temptation of worldly prosperity to forget God, 
‘may, by his grace assisting, be overcome—and of the ¢rwe use of riches 
‘to promote the glory of God, and to minister to the temporal, and spir- 
‘itual wants of our fellow men. We would have you made sensible of 
‘her useful sacrifices, services, and example, that you may be stirred up 
‘to do what you can, each one according to his or her resources of 
‘talent, of influence, and of worldly substance, to repair this loss to so- 
‘ciety and the Church, to the great common cause of religion and hu- 
‘manity. Oh may we all live the life of the righteous, and may our last 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER 


HOLY COMMUNION DAYS. 


Of the 8S Festival and Fast days in the year, that is 52 Sundays and 36 
other days, which our Church calls her members to commemorate; there 
are five which are distinguished from the rest, by there being appointed 
for those days, in the office of Holy Communion, “ Proper Prefaces,” 

As for example, this for Ascension season, ‘‘ Jesus Christ our Lord, 
‘‘ who, after his most glorious resurrection, manifestly appeared to all 
‘his Apostles, and in their sight, ascended up into heaven, to prepare a 
“place for us ; that where he is, thither we might also ascend, and reign 
‘with him in glory.” These five days are Christmas, Easter, Ascension, 
Whit-Sunday and Trinity Sunday. In directing that on all the 88 Festi- 
val and Fast days, the Ante-Communion should be read, the Church 
clearly ztimates the propriety, that the Holy Communion should be 
received on all those days—but if itis to be only on some of those days, 
the selection is made by the Pastors—and they generally do administer 
it once a month ona Sunday. But in selecting the Communion days, is 
there not a preference due to the great Festivals I have named. Our 
Church declares, that there is, by appointing the “ proper prefaces.” 
She takes it for granted, that whether the Communion be administered 
more or less frequently, it will be, on those five days. Why insert in the 
Prayer-book, ‘ prefaces,” unless they are to be used? Those prefaces 
declare her sense, that on those days, the Holy Communion is especially 
appropriate, and are as directions to her Ministers, to give a preference to 
those days for its administration, unless indeed circumstances are pecu- 
liar. Inthe Prayer of Consecration, we declare that we have in remem- 
brance “his glorious ascension,” and render unto him “ most hearty 
thanks for the innumerable benefits, promised unto us by the same.” 
Three of our chief Festivals occur on Sunday, viz: Easter, Whit-Sun- 
day and Trinity—the fourth Christmas, may fall on a week day—the fifth, 
Ascension, must fallon Thursday, As there are three Sundays, which 
are distinguished from the whole 52 Sundays; so there are two Holy 
days which are distinguished above the other 36 Holy days. These two, 
viz: Christmas and Ascension, as | have said, are the two week-days, on 
which the Holy Communion is specially recommended by the Church, 
Does not deference to her wisdom require it of her good members to 
mark these days, with reverential distinction; by using the prescribed 
services, and in particular “ the Holy Communion,” which we have 
seen is recommended for these Festivals. 

A very little reflection on the events commemorated on these five Fes- 
tivals—on the relation of those events to the honor of God, and the wel- 
fare of man, will fully explain the preference assigned to them—fully 
vindicate their title to eminent distinction. The incarnation of the Son 
of God—the pledge of God’s love for man, and the method by which 
alone he can be saved—the resurrection of that blessed Redeemer—the 
seal on his mission, and the first fruits of the joyful resurrection of his 
disciples—his ascension, the crown of his glory, and the harbinger of his 
intercessorial office, in which his disciples are so much interested—the 
descent of the Holy Ghost, on the day of Pentocost—and his ever-abiding 


ee ee 








War ati i incon immu : 





112 Holy Communion Days. [July, 


presence with the people of God, as their light, strength, and consola- 
tion—the glory of the Triune God, and completion of the work of re- 
demption. ‘T'hese are the events which stamp Christmas, Easter, the As- 
cension, Whit-Sunday, and Trinity Sunday as chief events in the Chris- 
tian history, worthy to be observed as chief Festivals in the Christian 
Church. The day on which our divine Redeemer came upon the earth; 
and the day on which he departed from it—surely these are no common 
days, in the Christian’s calendar. If he sympathizes with the Angels, 
who, on the birth of their divine Redeemer, sang his praises; and with 
the Apostles, who were the joyful witnesses of his triumphant ascension, 
he will regard these days as entitled to more reverence than any other 
week-days in thelong year—as if I may so speak, second Sabbaths; not 
indeed, to be placed on a footing with the divinely instituted ‘ holy 
times,”’ but as next only to them. As one Friday in the year is called 
‘‘Good Friday” so there is one Thursday called “ Holy Thursday,” ; 
and to prepare us to celebrate it, with proper devotion is one of the de- 
signs of the ‘“ Rogation days,” that is the Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of the same week, on which Christians are to be lookin 
forward to, and by mediation and prayer, endeavoring to make themselves 
meet, to unite in the solemnities of “ Ascension day.’ This day has been 
observed in this Church from time immemorial; but the prominence 
given to it among the Festivals of the Church, may not have been sufhi- 
ciently noticed, and in particular, the appropriateness, (when we are 
contemplating our Lord, as seated in the heavens, and there ever living 
living to make intercession for his people—a/ter we have prayed that 
we may, in heart and mind, ascend to the heavens, and there with him, 
continually dwell) of seeking the communion with him, which is especial- 
ly to be had at his holy table—and by cultivating the heavenly minded- 
ness, by that “‘ means of grace.” 

Such was the regard felt for this Holy day of the Ascension, by our 
fathers in the faith ; such the importance attached to its due commemo- 
ration, that so early as the fifth century, the three preceeding days called 
Rogation days, that is asking or supplication days, were set apart for 
Fasting and Prayer, and we are told the observance of them became 

eneral in the Church. In the Church in England, homilies used to be 
delivered in those days, and, perhaps, still, are in someof them. Inthe 
book of Homilies, (and let me take the opportunity of recommending 
to you the reading of that book, to which our attention is specially invi- 
ted in Articles XI and XX XV of our Church, and which of course, as 
the leading of the Church, is entitled to more deference than the teaching 
of any minister can be) you will find Homilies for each of these three days* 
preparatory for the Ascension, and on these three very important points, 
viz: the goodness of God the Father—the means, even Christ, by which 
we receive his goodness—and the mee'tness for receiving his goodness, to 
be derived from the power of the Holy Ghost. As this Festival occurs 
in the spring season, which is both the harvest time for the winter grain, 
and the seed time for all summer grain—the Homily calls on us to “ laud 
“and thank God for replenishing the fields with all manner of fruit, to 
‘the maintenance of our corporal necessities, for our food and suste- 
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* See Book of Homilies or the modernized Homilies, by Rey. Sir A. Garden. 
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“nance; And also, to make our humble suits in prayers to his fatherly 
‘* providence, to conserve the same fruits in sendiug us seasonable weath- 
‘“‘ er, whereby we may gather in the said fruits, to that. end for which his 
“fatherly goodness hath provided them.,’’* 

The services appointed by the Church for Ascension day are well ex- 
plained, and the mediations appropriate to the occasion interestingly set 
forth in that excellent work Nelson or Hobart on the Fasts and Festi- 
vals” than which no better human work for instruction and devoted can 
be named. It ought to be in the hands of every member of our Church 
who can read, and it should be frequently consulted both for informa- 


tion, and moving the affections. 
rr AAR 2 BE OG pr 
WOTICHS OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Discourses on Romanism and Dissent ; by W. Dodsworth. 3rd London 
Edition ; Baltimore 1842.—This is one of a series of publications, from 
the press of J. Robinson, illustrative of ‘Church principles” and if all 
the books of the series have corresponding merit (which we have no 
reason to question) the publisher has laid the members of the Church 
under no small obligations. The author remarks: “ The object of the 
following Discourses is to shew, in a brief aud popular way, the true 
standing of the Church of England towards Romanism and towards 
Dissent.” . . ‘“ The system of Dissent is no less destructive of her 
principles than the system of Popery.” . . ‘In the first discourse, I 
have observed that ‘ there is no such thing as an ¢mvisible Church.” . . 
“ The Church is a body of persons called out, and set apart by a visible 
ordinance, from the rest of the world.t Wecannot tell what may be the 
state of any individual in the sight of God, who alone knows each one’s 
advantages and opportunities, &c. &c.; but if we keep to the Scriptural 
idea of the Church, we cannot say that those persons belong to it who 
are unbaptised, or who, by separation cut themselves off from the visible 
body of Christ.” . . “I intend,then, my brethren, by God’s blessing 
and assistance, to bring under your notice some of the more prominent 
doctrines of our faith involved in these subjects—doctrines in which we 
differ from the Romish Church on the one side, and from the Dissenters 
on the other.” 

Unity of the Church.—“ It is much to be wished that the members of 
the Church would well consider the purport of their own solemn con- 
fessions. Every Lord’s day we confess our faith, one article of which 
is, ‘I believe one Catholic Apostolic Church.” (Nicene Creed.) Can 
any one candidly maintain that this means the various congregations 
formed under the designation of Independents, Baptists, Huntingdon- 
ians, Ranters, Seceders, and so forth? Will any one venture to say, 
that these, and innumerable other sects, from a part of the Apostolic 
Church in which we profess our faith?” . . The Church of England 


“See Book of Homilies, folio edition, page 301—or Rev. Sir Adam Garden on the 
Homilies. 


t This is implied in the word &xxAnGia “generatim notat quemeun gre catum, é pro- 
miscud, multitudine convocatum.’’—ScHLEUSNER. 
VOL. XXIII.—No., 4, 15 
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never separated from the Church of Rome, or from any other Church. 
When she sank under the usurpation and corrupting influence of the 
Church of Rome, she did not thereby lose her own existence, neither 
did she forfeit her right to release herself from that crue] bondage when 
God put it into the hearts of his servants to attempt it, and enabled 
them to succeed in the attempt. The Church of England is simply a 
reformed Apostolic Church ; and they amongst us who would not reform 
themselves, or submit to the Church so reformed, but are resolved still 
to adhere to their corruptions, these are the real schismatics. But while 
our Church has been thus compelled to raise a protest against the false 
view of unity entertained by the Romanists, she has found it equally 
needful to protest against the false view of diversity in the Church en- 
tertained by Dissenters ; for they who separate from any branch of the 
Church, under the pretext that they belong to the Catholic Chureh, do, 
in fact, deny and break the unity. To separate from the branch, is to 
separate from the root also, Separation from any Church, which is but 
another name for schism, is in all cases unlawful. If a Church becomes 
corrupt, let these within its pale, whom God has enlightened to see the 
corruption, reform it. If the corruptions are of such a character as to 
render communion with it impossible,—for example, a denial of the 
Trinity, of the Godhead of Jesus Christ, or a relinquishment of sacra- 
ments,—then let those whom God has enlightened contend for the truth 
in their places; and if a schism ensues, the faithful, however few in 
number, will be the Church, and the corrupters will be the schismatics.” 
; **] am aware how generally unpopular this subject is, and how 
very slightly the sin of schism is esteemed in this day. Our business, 
however, is to preach eternal truth, whether men will hear or whether 
they will forbear: “ Surely our judgment is with the Lord, and our work 
with our God.” What was sinful in the days of St. Paul, is sinful in 
these days, let who will excuse it, or who will admire it. Wherefore, I 
beseech you, my brethren, seek unity in the Church; prize it, pray 
for it.” . . “ While you condemn the sin of those who separate 
themselves, as you are bound to do, Jet not your love towards them be 
diminished, If they will be contentious, shew them the more excellent 4 
way; and while you behold so many around you wandering in the ways 4 
of error, and even “ glorifying in their shame,” praise God for his sov- ‘ 
erign and undeserved mercy, which has kept you in the bosom of his 
Church, fostered by her care, blessed with her ordinances, and instructed 
in her faith. ‘ Pray fur the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper 
that love thee.” 

Fasting.—“ It is an undisputed fact, that in the primitive Church the 
mortifying of the appetites of the body by fasting and abstinence was a 
general practice ; and certainly it will be found that those who were 
most eminent for their holiness and devotional character were those who 
were most observant of this practice. In process of time, corruptions 
creptin upon this, as upon other wholesome practices of the Church.— 
It will be apparent, indeed, that the practice of mortification was pecu- 
liarly open to abuse; because, being valuable and important only as a 
means toa further end, if that end were ever lost sight of, its use would 
of course become vain and superstitious.” . . ‘ But letno one in his 
self-willedness or self-conceit despise that by which many a martyr has 
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won his crown, and which comes .to us sanctioned by the example and 
advice of the best and holiest of men. If we can see no advantage to 
result from it, still it would not be safe, neither would it be humble, to 
oppose our judgment to thers.” 

Ministry.—* The Church of Rome calls for absolute submission to 
an Apostolically ordained ministry ; the separatist discards the doctrine 
of Apostolical succession altogether. The Church of England rejects 
the error, while she retains the truth: her doctrine is, that while we are 
to listen to her ministers as men commissioned by Jesus Christ, invested 
with his authority to teach, and to whose teaching a special blessing is 
attached, altogether distiuct from any power which they possess of 
natural talent; yet that every dogma of theirs is to be brought to the 
test of Scripture.” 

Schism: As for schism, they certainly hazard their salvation at a 
strange rate, who separate themselves from such a Church as ours is, 
wherein the Apostolic succession, the root of all Christian communion, 
hath been so entirely preserved, and the word and sacraments so effec- 
tually administered ; and all to go into such assemblies and meeting as 
can have no pretence to the great promise in my text, | Matt. xxviii. 20.] 
For it is manifest, that this promise was made only to the Apostles and 
their successors tothe end of the world. Whereas, in private meetings, 
where their teachers have no Apostolic or Episcopal imposition of hands, 
they have no grounds to pretend to succeed the Apostles, nor, by conse- 
quence, any right to the Spirit which our Lord here promiseth ; without 
which, although they preach their hearts out, [ do not see what spiritual 
advantage can accrue to their hearers by it. And therefore, whatsoever 
they may think of it, for my own part I would not be without this prom- 
ise of our Saviour for all the world, as knowing that not only myself, 
but the whole Catholic Church, is highly concerned in it; it being by 
virtue of this promise, that the Church is continually acted, guided, and 
assisted by the Spirit of God; and so the ordinary means of grace are 
made effectual to salvation, which otherwise would be of no force or 
efficacy atall. And therefore, to speak modestly, they must needs run 
avery great hazard who cut themselves off from ours, and, by conse- 
quence, from the Catholic Church; and so render themselves incapable 
of receiving any benefit from this promise, or from the means of grace 
which they do or may enjoy.”—Bisuor Beveripae, Sermon I.” 

Absolution.—‘* With respect to the power of pronouncing absolution, 
which our blessed Lord has left in his Church, it cannot be doubted that 
the greatest comfort and blessedness would be derived from the due con- 
sideration of it. God. declaring forgiveness to the penitent by his or- 
dained ministry, will ever, to the ear of faith, bring the most blessed 
consolation. Some man, in the perverseness of his heart, may say—It 
is enough for me that God has declared this in his written word; if I 
am penitent, no human voice is needed to assure me that I am forgiven. 
But, if sucha feeling be correct, why did Jesus Christ expressly leave 
this authority to living men? We may safely assert, that if the written 
word was sufficient, he would not have given this commission to his 
Apostles.” 

Antiquity.—In some of the sciences, it may be that the greatest men 
of old were mere novices compared with men of modern times; and 
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this is not owing to greater capacities, or more diligent and assiduous 
labour,-—in these points the elder would suffer nothing by comparison 
with the younger: but science itself was in its infancy; and a Newton 
may be inferior to his successors in the absolute amount of knowledge, 
merely from the circumstance of their being his successors, and that 
hence his attainments become the starting-point of theirs. But Chris- 
lianity is not thus progressive. It was received by the Apostles from 
their divine master in all its completeness and perfection, as well as in 
all its purity and simplicity. By them it washanded down to their suc- 
cessors ; and although, as the higher kind of inspiration ceased, and the 
channel through which it passed became impure, its light was obscured, 

and the testimony and the sentiments of the men to whom it was com- 
mitted, could lay no claim to absolute submission ; yet it must be at once 
obvious to every candid and reflecting mind, that in tracing their testi- 
mony upwards, we may expect to find Apostolic doctrine in proportion 
as we approach Apostolic times—we may expect to find the light purer 
and clearer as we come nearer to the fountain. Hence, then, with what- 
ever force the words in the text might be used in calling the Jews to 
repentance, and in pointing out to them the means of a safe and secure 
reformation, they will be equally just, and equally forcible, in their ap- 
plication to the Christian Church, “ Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in 
the ways, and see, and ask forthe old paths, where i is the good way, 
and walk there, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” On no point, 

perhaps, is the protest of the Church of England, against Romanisn on 
the one hand, and against Dissent on the other, more ostensible than on 
this of the respect due to Catholic Antiquity; and no where does her 
temperate and discriminating wisdom stand forth more conspicuously. 
It is the doctrine of the Church of Rome that the Holy Scriptures are 
to be received “ according to that sense which the Church has held and 
does hold, to which it belongs to judge of the true sense and interpreta- 
tion of the Scriptures ;” and she requires of her members “ that they 
will never take and interpret them otherwise than according to the unan- 
imous consent of the fathers.” This dogma is inconsitent with itself ; 
for while it professes to reverence Catholic antiquity, and to build every 
thing up it, it, in effect, cuts off all appeal to it. Unconditional submis- 
sion is here required to what the Church “ does hold,” that is, submis- 
sion to those who from time to time occupy the place of ecclesiastical 
rulers, They constitute the Church; and although their dogmas pro- 
fess to be built on the unanimous consent of the fathers, all appeal to 
antiquity, in order to verify them, is practically forbidden, since still 
every one must hold what the Church holds. Thus the Cherch of 
Rome fetters the judgment by a claim to absolute submission from her 
members, On the other hand, it is the common principle of the separa- 
tists from our Church, following herein the reformed Churches on the 
Continent, to discard the appeal to antiquity altogether: they maintain, 
in general, that the interpretation of Scripture is to be exclusively 
derived from Scripture itself; and that every one is at liberty to inter- 
pret for himself, independently of any authority whatever. Thus an 
unbounded license is given to private judgment. Not satisfied with the 
simple reformation of an abuse, the separatists would divest the Church 
of all authority, and, under a profession of reverence for the Scriptures, 
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throw away every help which the Church furnishes for their right appli- 
cation. The Church of England is equally distant from both those ex- 
tremes—she allows no rivalship, indeed, of Church authority with the 
Holy Scriptures—she throws aside all restriction upon fair inquiry—she 
upholds the mental liberty of the lowest of her members; but she pro- 
vides against this liberty degenerating into licentiousness, and cordially 
cherishes that reverence for Catholic antiquity which is alike consistent 
with reason and with the practice of the best and holiest men in the 
Church from the beginning.” 

«We are come as near as we possibly could to the Church of the 
Apostles, and of the old Catholic bishops and fathers; and have direct- 
ot: accordiug to their customs and ordinances, not only our doctrine, but 
also the sacraments and the form of common prayer.” —Bsiuop Jewet, 
Apology, Se. iii halk 

“Our Church, you know goes upon differing’ principles from the rest 
of the reformed, and so steers her course by another rule than they do. 
We look after the form, rites, and discipline of antiquity, and endeavour 
to bring our own as near as we can to that pattern.”—Joseru Mepe, 


Works, p. 1061. 


Infant Baptism tested by Scripture ; a Sermon, preached in St. Paul’s 
Church, Radcliffeboro’, by the Assistant Minister, April 26th, 1846,.— 
The text is Acts, ii: 38, 39, and we have this appropriate introduction, 
‘“’The Church of which we are members, im her 28th Article of reli- 
gion, declares, that the ‘“ baptism of young children is in any wise to be 
retained.” By providing, a service, forthe baptism of infants, she sets 
her seal tothe practice.” . . The good child thankfully receives the 
decisions of his parent. He takes it for granted that they are right.— 
He rejects the insinuation that they are wrong. Jf he should come to 
the conclusion that any one of those decisions is wrong, it is always with 
reluctance, and after long deliberation, much consultation of men and 
books, and earnest prayer. Just so, the faithful member judges as of course 
that his mother the Church is right, and he will not doubt it on the authori- 
ty of this or that man, of this or that class of Christians, andif he ever does 
it must be by the stern dictate of a well enlightened conscience. But alas 
how few good members has the Church—how few are satisfied with her 
interpretations of holy Scripture—her judgment as to the faith once deliv- 
ered to the Saints—her decisions as to doctrine, discipline and worship ! 
On the contrary, the many seem suspicions of the views of the Church, 
and rather take it for granted that they are wrong, not to be received 
until they have passed the ordeal of the weak, the ignorant, the preju- 
diced, and each individual, although, he be a mere novice, and scarcely 
arrived at years of discretion. Take this very question of Baptism. 
The Church—the great majority of believers (indeed there was a time 
when the whole Church held it, when there was unanimity on the point) 
in all times, and in all places, have recognized the obligation of infant 
baptism. But Mr. denies it—a modern sect (not 400 years old) 
deny it. Shall these be allowed to create a doubt? And if they do— 
before listening to their assertions, and reading their books, will not the 
faithful member of the Church listen to his pastor, and study the writ- 
ings of the wise, the learned, and the holy, by whom the principles and 
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customs of the Church have been triumphantly vindicated. If our peo- 
ple were as they ought to be, so satisfied with doctrine and duty as the 
Church ‘‘hath received the same’”’—that they avoided the men and 
the books who might create a doubt, and so unsettle their faith—if they 
would reflect on the great improbability, that the Church should be 
wrong, and the Sectaries right—if they would study such books as 
“Pearson on the Creed; Lawrence on the Articles; Wheatley on the 
Book of Common Prayer; Wall on Baptism; and above all Hooker 
on Ecclesiastical Polity, or even the abridgments of them, there would 
be no occasion for introducing into the pulpit, or to the press Sermons 
of a controversial character, and for those discussions, in the private 
circle, which too often interrupt “ unity, peace and concord’’—and 
infest the community with the spirit of “ all uncharitableness.”’ 

The Sermon before us condenses successfully the chief arguments 
for infant baptism, and some of the illustrations are quite striking, for 
example “ If we are at liberty to apply as Baptists do, passages of Scrip- 
ture, which make certain requirements of persons capable of perform- 
ing those requirements, to other persons who are naturally incapable of 
performing them, then, brethren, as in the former case, let us see to 
what conclusions, this Baptist mode of arguing will lead. Scripture 








teaches “if any will not work neither should he eat.” Now children 
and idiots do not work, therefore, according to Baptist logic, children a 
and idiots should not eat. By precisely the same mode of reasoning, . 


therefore, from Scripture, that our Baptist friends employ, to prove that 
we should not baptize our children, we prove that they should not feed 
theirs. Nor is this all which their method of reasoning from Scripture 
proves. ‘The passage which they adduce to show that children are not 
fit subjects of baptism runs thus—‘‘ He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved: but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Now let 
us take the whole of this passage and reason from it after the Baptist 
fashion. The Scriptures require faith in order to salvation; but infants 
and idiots have not faith, therefore infants and idiots cannot be saved.— 
Scripture is indeed far more express as to the necessity of faith to sal- 
vation than as to the necessity of faith to baptism. It does not say he 
that believeth not shall not be baptized,—our Baptist friends would have 
exulted in a declaration so express,—but it does say ‘‘he that believeth 
not shall be damned,” but infants do not believe, therefore infants shall 
be damned.” ‘“ Nor can the Baptists maintain that the want of repent- 
ance and faith of itself, renders baptism invalid, and its repetition ne- 
cessary. Jor suppose an impenitent and unbelieving adult, immersed 
by a Baptist minister, to be afterwards converted, or, in other words, 
brought to repentance and faith,does the Baptist minister re-immerse 
the now penitent believer? The repentance and faith which the adult 
exercises after baptism, is supposed to give efficacy to the ordinance 
which preceded, and which, according to Scripture, cannot be repeated. 
If then the Baptism of such an adult, (though his repentance and faith 
have followed, after many years, his immersion,) is regarded as valid, as 
no nullity, and therefore, as not to be repeated, why, we ask, should the 
baptism of one baptized in infancy, be regarded as invalid, and therefure ‘ 
to be repeated, even though he too afterwards repent and believe? In 
either case, repentance and faith were not exercised at the time of 
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baptism, but followed baptism. In either case, therefore, the repetition 
of the rite contravenes Scripture, and is palpable ana-baptism.” ; 
“ We argue that young children ought, in any wise, still to be admitted 
to Church membership, because they were so admitted, and that by a 
religious rite, from the time that God first entered into covenant with 
Abraham, the Father of the Fathful, and because this Church member- 
ship of infants, has never been set aside by God, or by any inspired 
persons.” .-. “ The repeal of the ceremonial law, and the change of 
the priesthood does not touch the case of the Church in these 430 years, 
a Church composed of infants and adults, of which the Christian Church 
is a continuation. But where, brethren, is the Scriptural authority for 
saying that the Christian was a wholly different Church from the Jewish? 
Christ, on the contrary, told the Jews that the Kingdom of God, or their 
Church organization and privileges, should be taken from them and 
given to a nation, bringing forth the fruits thereof. The Kingdom or 
Church taken from the Jews, was the very same that was given to the 
Gentiles, the persons composing the Church only being different —Gen- 
tiles instead of Jews. St. Paul stamps the identity of the Gentile and 
Jewish churches, by comparing the casting off of the Jews and the in- 
troduction of the Gentiles, to the breaking off of some branches from 
an olive tree, and the grafting in of other branches from a wild olive 
tree, while the stock remained the same, and those grafted in, partook 
of the root and fatness of the olive tree.’ . . ‘* Baptism was no new 
rite among the Jews. It was practiced not only by Jolin and his disci- 
ples, but the fact that the multitudes who came to his baptism, expressed 
no surprise, shewed that they were familiar with the rite. History in- 
deed informs us, that whenever a convert was made to the Jewish reli- 
gion, he and his male children were not only circumcised, but also bap- 
tized to typify cleansing from the defilements of Heathenism.” . . 
‘* And is it nothing to have the prayers of Christ’s whole congregation, 
that these blessed effects may follow, and the child lead the rest of his 
life according to this beginning? So great have Baptists felt the need 
of this, as sometimes to resort to a humanly devised public dedication of 
their children to God, as a substitute for that which Christ has instituted. 
Through unbelief, they thus reflect upon their Saviour, for omitting to 
make provision for this craving of a beheving parent’s heart.” . . 
‘“‘In page 11, we read “ And what brethren is baptism, but the “ out- 
ward and visible sign’? &c,” we wish there had been ‘added this further 
quotation, from the answer in the cathechism “a means whereby we re- 
ceive grace,” and these words from Article 25 ; “ Sacraments—be not 
‘‘ only badges or tokens—but rather swre witnesses and effectual signs of 
“ grace—by the which God doth work invisibly in us—and quicken, and 
“strengthen and confirm our faith’—and this from Article XX VII; 
‘‘ Baptism is not only a sign—but, also, whereby as by an instrument, 
‘faith is confirmed, and grace increased, that is, as to those who “ re- 
‘* ceive baptism rightly.”” In page 14, we read “‘ the parent can believe, 
and God can bless,” we wish it had been added: the sponsor, the offici- 
ating minister; the members of the Church can believe, and God can 
bless.” 

The following extract from Archbishop Leighton will be apposite— 
“To your other point touching Baptism freely my thought is, it 2s a weak 
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notion taken up on trust almost generally, to consider so much or ut ail, 
the qualifications of the parents. LEither it is a benefit to infants’ or it is 
not. If none, why then administered at all? But, if it be, then why 
should the poor innocents be prejudged of it for the parents cause, ¢f he 
profess but so much of a Christian as to offer his child to that ordinance ? 
For, that zt is the parents faith gives the child a right to it, is neither 
clear from Scripture, nor any sound reason. Yet in that, I heartily ap- 


' prove your thoughts that you would make it, as it most fitly may be, an 


aclive inducement to the parents to know him and his doctrine and live 
conformed to it, unto whose name they desire their children to be 


baptised.” 
—— ~~ DODO OO 


SELECTIONS. 


SCHISMS IN SCOTLAND. 


The Rev. Robert Montgomery, M. A., Oxon, bas published a pamph- 
let, entitled, ‘‘ A letter on recent Schisms in Scotland,” containing all 
that is requisite for a proper understanding of these disputes. The 
Documentary Appendix is most valuable. Among other important 
papers it contains, “ A letter tothe Lord Bishop of Cashel, from the 
Bishop of Edinburgh.” A perusal of this pamphlet will, I am con- 
vinced, cause the reader to delay, if not to change his judgment upon a 
depressed, but true and living branch of the Church of God. To no- 
tice and confute the various unfounded accusations industriously spread 
concerning us by our enemies, would be an easy task. But to do so 
would be wasting that time which every Scottish Presbyterian finds too 
little to accomplish to his satisfaction his parochial duties. We cannot 
allow ourselves to pass that time in controversial railings, which is more 
profitably spent in visiting and watching over the flocks committed to our 
care. Our work is too great to come down—too sacred to leave undone. 
Secure in our innocence, we know that God will, at his own good plea- 
sure, vindicate us to the world. At present, I, for one humble country- 
clergyman, in and of the Scottish Church, deny the “ undeniable” 
charges which have been brought against that Church, and surely it rests 
with our opponents to prove these charges, not, as they have hitherto 
done by mere statements, or garbled quotations from individual authors, 
but from the accredited formulas of the Church. 

This I know well they cannot do. It is a fact worthy noticing, that 
not one Scottish presbyter, has, in this time of Popish subversion, gone 
over to Rome. If the Church in Scotland was so Romish as she is rep- 
resented, this, I presume, would scarcely be the case. One would imag- 
ine that there would be stronger inducements for Scottish presbyters to 
join that apostate Church than English presbyters. 


—— 








EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 


A common way in which this command is now broken, is in the fraud- 
ulently retaining property at first honestly obtained. Some men, because 
they at first obtained possession of their property in good faith, with the 
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intention to pay for it, but by some loss or mismangement have since 
become unable to do so, without depriving themselves of some of the 
luxuries and conveniences of life, can satisfy themselves to conceal 
enough to support them in ease or idleness, while the honest and hard- 
labouring workman and his family are, perhaps suffering for that which 
is his just due, and which the debtor might pay by retrenching his own 
expenses, and giving up the remainder of his property. Such conduct 
is most clearly a breach of that command which says, ¢how shalt not steal, 
We know that here is one of the strongest cases that can possibly occur. 

But so much greater is the reason why it should be guarded against. 
We know it is a hard case, that it is a trying situation, for one who has 
been industrious and honest, and has accumulated a small fortune or a 
comfortable subsistence, to be stripped thereof and left pennyless in his 
old age, without any fault of his. But he whorisks the chances of trade, 
must also risk the changes of fortune. And if in prosperous times he 
gains, in difficult times he may lose. ‘But because he loses is no reason 
why he should cause others to lose. Nay, though a man may be reduced 
to absolute penury by the chicanery of others, that is no reason why he 
should not deal honestly with those who have claims upon him. The 
feeling which is, we fear, gaining so much ground in the community, 
that it is at least pardonable in a man to lay aside enough when he fails 
in business, to sustain him in easy circumstances through life ; or even to 
conceal any portion of the property which rightfully belongs to his credi- 
tors, is a most pernicious and demoralizing one. Every act of this kind, 
is in effect,a breach of the command under consideration ; and were it not 
that the moral sense of the community has become blunted by the fre- 
quency of the act, the thing would receive its merited condemnation.— 
It is the duty, therefore, of every well-wisher to the community, and 
especially every good Christian, to stamp such conduct with the seal of 
their diapprobation.— Calendar. 


——_@——— 


NATURAL SENSE OF THE PRAYER-BOOK.,. 


If any thing is plain to us, it is that our Prayer-book, taken in its 
grammatical common sense meaning, teaches the doctrine of Regenera- 
tion in Baptism. Some of our brethren, however, persist in explaining 
away its language, so as to make it express some other more popular 
view. What the.opinions which the denominations around us entertain 
of such persons, and how clear the words of the Prayer-book are to 
impartial judges, may be learned from the following extracts from a 
tract entitled, “ The sin of teaching children the Church Catechism ; by 
the Rev. W. Thorn,” a Dissenter of England. 

“Many other errors and misrepresentations of a similar kind are 
found in the Catechism, but which I have not space to enumerate here. 
I must, therefore, proceed to the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration, 
which is plainly taught in the answer—‘ Wherein I was made a member 
of Christ, the child of God, an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven.’ ” 

“Subsequent parts of the Catechism distinctly inculcate the like doc- 
trine. ‘ [heartily thank our Heavenly Father, that He hath called me 
to this state of salvation, through Jesus Christ our Saviour; and I pray 
unto God to give me His grace, that I may continue in the same unto my 
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life’s end.’ ‘Christ hath sedeemed me, and all mankind ;’ ‘the Holy 
Ghost sanctifieth me, and all the elect people of God ;’ for, being by na- 
ture born in sin, and the children of wrath, we are hereby made the chil- 
dren of grace.’ ” 

“ To show further that such is unquestionably the sense of the Cate- 
chism, I have only to prove that it is the doctrine of the Prayer-book, as 
both were compiled by the same writers.”’ [Here follow extracts from 
the offices for the administration of Baptism, public and private, and for 
Confirmation. | 

“‘ The Testimonies of several eminent Bishops and Clergymen, in sup- 

ort of this view of the doctrine of the Catechism, I have given else- 
where. It is expressly admitted by the most orthodox, accurate, and 
influential writers among them, Indeed,I am not aware of any divine, 
of the least weight or credit, even in his own denomination, who has ven- 
tured to assert that Baptismal Regeneration is not the doctrine of his 
party ; andhe must commit a gross outrage on plain language and com- 
mon sense, who endeavours to make it speak a contrary sentiment.” 

“ This doctrine is held by all consistent and honest members and min- 
isters of the State Religion” 

‘¢ What can be said sufficiently condemnatory of the conduct of those 
long-faced canting Church-parsons and People, who believe the notion of 
Baptismal Regeneration to be anti-Christian and injurious, and yet regu- 
larly teach it atthe Font. * * * Alas! Alas! hypocrisy can proceed 
no farther !’’—Calendar. 


— oa Cw OOS Ft tn—— 


POETRY. 


SELECTED FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Some of our friends reside close by the Church, and will welcome these lines. 


ON HEARING A PERSON EXPRESS PLEASURE AT RESIDING OPPOSITE 
THE CHURCH. 


Before the cottage where I dwell 
Are reared the solemn walls, 

Within whose precincts are enclosed 
My Saviour’s sacred halls. 


All gladdening ’tis unto my heart 
Our holy Church’s so near,— 

And goodly to my sight to gaze 
For aye on shrine so dear. 


For when the casement wide I throw 
To taste the morning air, 

Its image’s wafted with the breeze 
And hallows all my prayer. 


At evening too as praising lips 
Attune the grateful hymn, 

Its lengthening shadows stretching far 
A quiet rapture win. 
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Thus e’er fast by God’s oracles 
I would life’s stream might flow, 
and never from His sacred ark 
Estrangement might I know. 





For near his Church abiding here, — 
I trust in death to rise, 

And in his temple dwell, “‘ not made 
By hands,’’ amid the skies. 


Geneva, May 28, 1846. [ Utica G. Mess. 


HOSPITALITY,—THE SHUNAMITE. 


Woman of pure and heaven-born fame! 
Though Scripture’s hallowed page 

Hath made no mention of thy name, 
Thou liv’st from age to age! 


Thy labor of unwearied love 
To soothe the Prophet’s lot, 
Prompted by kindness from above, 
Shall never be forgot. 


The chamber built upon the wall, 
The bed whereon he lay, 

Stool, table, candlestick,—and all 
These things endured for aye. 


If humble was each boon conferred, 
Their giver—nameless too, 

The record many a heart hath stirred 
Kind acts of love to do. 


And thus in human hearts to dwell 
A pure, undying flame, 

Is a more glorious chronicle 
Than one which told thy name. 


For ne’er was brighter lustre thrown 
On path by woman trod, 
Than her’s who “‘ dwelt among her own” 


And cared for those of God, 





————~ WO D wigge 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Protestant Episcopal Female Bible, Prayer-Book and Tract Society.— 
The meeting for the Anniversary was held at St. Michael’s Church on 
Whit-Monday. The reports of the Board of Manages and of the Trea- 
surer were read, and ordered to be printed both in pamphlet form, and 
in the Gospel Messenger. The need of such an institution for increas- 
ing the circulation of the Book of Common Prayer is specially evident, 
and it is hoped that in this direction, its resources will in future be largely 
applied. The Bible and Tract Societies meet in a good degree the de- 
mand for these publications—but there is an increasing demand for 


Prayer books which is not always supplied. 
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Annual Sunday School Celebration.—It was held in St. Michael’s 
Church, on Whit-Monday, in the afternoon. ‘“ Evening Prayer” was 
read by the Assistant Minister, and the appropriate and interesting ad- 
dress to the children, which appears in this number, was by the Rector 
of St. Paul’s Church, Radcliffeborough. They who heard it, and they 
who did not, will be glad of the opportunity to read it. 

Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel_—That for June 
was delivered on the first Thursday (the regular time) of the month, by 
the Assistant Minister of St. Philip’s Church, and the amount received 
was $2,67. 

Journal of the Bishop of the Diocese of So. Carolina, extracts from it. 
1846. March 9th.—A candidate for Deacon’s Orders had his final exa- 
~ination—three Presbyters assisting. 

March 17th. Confirmation was administered to a sick male, prepared 
for the ordinance by the Missionary of St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead. 

18th. Thomas Simmons Arthur, was admitted to the Holy Order of 
Deacons, at St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, ‘‘the Exhortation” was by 
the Bishop; and he was presented by the Assistant Minister, (Rev. J. 
B. Campbell.) 

22d. Fourth Sunday in Lent, at St. Paul’s Church, Stono, read 
“ Morning Prayer” and Ante-Communion, and preached; gave notice 
of catechising children and servants, but none came up. In the after- 
noon, at the plantation of Col. Ryan Boyle, read “ Evening Prayer,” and 
one of Bacon's Sermons, and catechised a large congregation of servants. 

24th. In St. Andrew’s Parish at the seat of Mrs. Faber, read “‘ Even- 
ing Prayer’ and a Sermon, and catechised the blacks. 

26th. Confirmation was administered to a sick lady from Canada, 
prepared for the ordinance by the Missionary of John’s Chapel, Hamp- 
stead. The Holy Communion was also administered to her. 

31st. Confirmation at St. Peter’s Church, Charleston, to 9 persons. 

April 4th. At Aiken, after ‘‘ Evening Prayer,” informed the congre- 
gation of the resignation of the Rector, and of endeavors to supply them 
with services till the Vestry filled his place. 

5th. Same town, opened the Sunday School, and instructed in it.— 
Conducted the usual services morning and evening, and catechised. The 
increasing reputation of the town of Aiken for healthfulness, and in 
particular the adaptatedness of the climate to persons having affections 
of the lungs, has attracted to it a number of invalids. The sagacious 
beneficence which has provided the neighborhood with a well finished 
Church, appropriate in all respects, is thus more and more illustrated ; 
but occasional services in this beautiful Church will not be sufficient. 
The sick must be visited often ; * daily service” would be a great com- 
fort and blessing to the convalescent; a settled Pastor is especially 
needed for such a location as this. 

7th. Confirmation was administered to a sick female, member of St. 
Michael’s Church. 

10th. Good Friday, at St. Michael’s, Charleston, in the morning, I 
preached. 

13th. Monday in Easter Week, at St. James’, Goosecreek, I officiated 
in the desk, at the altar, and in the pulpit. 
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18th. In Prince William’s Parish, at the house of Rey. S, Elliott, 
after “‘ Evening Prayer,” I confirmed 11 persons of color, and made an 
address to them. 

19th. Sunday, same Parish, at “ Christ’s Chapel,” consecrated the 
same asa Chapel for Prince Williams’ Parish. It is about six miles 
from the Parish Church, and put up for the “ special benefit” of the 
large black population in the vicinity, There are seats for about 600 
persons, and they were all occupied. The building is plain but neat, 
commodious, favorably located, occupying a conspicuous position on the 
broad road, and the community is indebted for it to the pious liberality 
of the Assistant Minister of the Parish. The example will not be with- 
out its good effect, and the blessing of many ready to perish will be his, 
while “ the bird in the bosom” will surely sing sweetly, in memory of 
the endeavor to promote the glory of God, and the best welfare of his 
poor ones. The Holy Communion was administered to about 50 per- 
sons. At the plantation of the Rev. W. T. Potter, after “ Evening 
Prayer” by the Missionary for this and other plantations in the Parish, 
I preached to about 100 persons. 

20th. At the Parish Church, (Sheldon) after ‘‘ Morning Prayer,” I 

reached on the same day, at Mr. Micah Jenkins, read “ Evening Pray- 
er’ and catechised and addressed the blacks. 

21st. At Mr. M. Jenkins’, after “ Evening Prayer’ by the Missionary, 
(Rev. B. C. Webb) I administered Confirmation to 17 persons, and 
made an address. 

22d. At Mr. Jenkins’, administered Confirmation in private to an 
aged woman, his servant. At Mrs. J. Heyward’s, in St. Luke’s Parish, 
after “‘ Evening Prayer,” catechised the blacks. 

24th. At St. Luke’s Church, after “ Morning Prayer,” I preached, 
confirmed one person, and made a short address, 

26th. Sunday, at Grahamville, after “ Morning Prayer” by the Rector, 
preached and confirmed four persons, also addressed them. In the after- 
noon, in a building in the village, after ‘‘ Evening Prayer” I preached 
to the blacks. 

May 10th. Sunday, at St. John’s Church, Berkeley, after ‘“‘ Morning 
Prayer,” I read the Ante-Communion, preached, and confirmed one 
white person. In the afternoon at the Chapel, after “ Evening Prayer” 
I administered Confirmation to 76 persons of color, and made a short 
address. 

15th. At St. Philip’s, confirmed a member from Barnwell District, 
and at the Poor-house, one who had been instructed by the Rev. Mr. 
Marshall, Missionary—where also I administered the Holy Communion. 

June 4th. At Society Hill, a candidate for Deacon’s Orders had his 
2d and 3d examinations; and another candidate his first examination in 
part. 

5th. The candidate had his first examination finished. At the Church, 
after ‘‘ Morning Prayer” read by Rev. Mr. Swart, Missionary in Dar- 
lington, and the Lessons by the Minister of St. John’s Chapel, Hamp- 
stead, (Rev. Mr. Marshall,) I preached. A candidate for Priest’s Orders 
had his examination. In all these examinations I was kindly assisted by 
Rev. Mr. Marshall and Rev. J. Swart. The Rev. Mr. Elwell who had 
been invited, did not arrive in time to take part in the examinations. 
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At night, “‘ Evening Prayer” was read by a Deacon, and I made the 
declaration of Absolution; also the Benediction, and said the final 
prayers. 

6th. At the same Church in the morning, I read the Lessons, and dismiss- 
ed the flock after service. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Elwell, and Sermon 
by Rey. Mr. Marshall, At night, I read “Evening Prayer,’ Lessons 
by Rev. Mr. Elwell, Sermon by Rev. Mr. Downing. 
A 7th. Trinity Sunday, I preached, confirmed 5 persons, and adminis- 
| tered the Holy Communion. Inthe afternoon I catechised the children, 
and at night after the 2d lesson baptised an adult. 

8th. At Bennettsville, “Evening Prayer” by Rev. C. L. Johnson, 
Deacon. I pronounced the declaration of Absolution and preached. The 
prospect of acongregation here is rather encouraging, and it is expected 
the three Ministers who reside nearest, will, occasionally or statedly, 
visit this Village, until a Missionary can be sent to it. It wasa rainy day 
and night, and yet about 40 persons attended. It seemed particularly 
gratifying to some members of our Church formerly accustomed to its 
privileges, to have now the opportunity of its devotions and teaching. 

9th. Same Village, administered Holy Baptism to a child in the house 
of her parents who are to have it duly received into the Congregation. 

10th, At Cheraw, I administered ‘‘ Holy Orders” to Alexander Gregg 
for the Diaconate—he was presented by the Rev. A. W. Marshall, 
(Missionary at St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead) formerly Rector of St. 
David’s Cheraw. ‘ Morning Prayer’ was read by Rev. C. L. Johnson, 
the lesson by Rev. A. W. Marshall, ‘the Exhortation” was by the Bishop. 
The ordained person was a resident of this Parish, and the Lay reader, 
and there were many other circumstances which rendered the occasion 
specially, solemn, interesting and a cause for pious gratitude. At night 
the newly ordained Deacon read “ Evening Prayer” and preached. I 

ronounced the declaration of Absolution and the blessing. 

lith. Festival of St. Barnabas, Morning Prayer, by the Deacon, Mr. 
Gregg; Sermon by the Deacon, C. L. Johnson. I read the Ante-Com- 
munion, and gave the declaration of Absolution and the Benediction. 

14th. Sunday, at Camden, I officiated in the services both Morning 
and Evening, the Rector being absent. 

16th. At Columbia, read “ Morning Prayer’—the children of the 
Parish School were present. It is very gratifying to know that “ daily 
Morning Prayer” is held in this Church, by the indefatigable Rector. 
The new edifice, the corner stone of which was laid in December is ra- 
pidly progressing and will probably be ready for consecration in Decem- 
ber 1846.—“ Laus Deo.” 

23d. At Summerville, I read “ Evening Prayer.” 

24th. Festival of John the Baptist, at same village, after ‘‘ Morning 
Prayer” I preached on the character of the Saint commemorated. 














Church at Laurens Court-house.—By a letter from the Missionary, we 
learn that a lot of land for a site for the Church, has been given by 
Major Simpson, and that there has been paid to erect it $705, and 
pledged about $30. Three was collected in Columbia $86, the balance 
was contributed in Charleston. It is expected the building will soon be 


commenced. 
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Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church—This 
Institution has recently had from the Legislature of New-York an Act 
of Incorporation. The June number of the “ Spirit of Missions” con- 
tains the correspondence of several Missionaries in the West, in Africa, 
Greece, and China—also an article in favor of the Mission for the Jews 


in our own country. 

The amount reported is, for Domestic Missions, $2,622 ; from South- 
Carolina, $54; for Foreign Missions $3,844: from South-Carolina, $72 ; 
for the Mission to the Jews, $1,930; for the same from South-Carolina, 
$378. 

Responses.—One thing struck us with peculiar force in the services of 
the morning : it was the fulness of the responses, evincing the power of 
our Liturgy, when those who love it join in it with the fervor that we 
remarked on this occasion. We are very sure that all must have per- 
ceived a thrilling and powerful emotion through the whole audience.— 
Why should it not be always so? Any congregation can, if they will, 
utter the responses as fully and fervently as was done on this occasion, 
and let every Churchman, every Church woman, every Church child — 
all who have been admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, think 
of their duty in this respect, and let one and all dismissing the morbid 
and mistaken modesty which confines the voice in the sanctuary, foa 
whisper, resolve to open their mouths boldly and devoutly in the servi- 
ces of the Church on earth, and thus, though at humble distance, imitate 
the example of those who in the Church triumphant are represented as 
crying, of course loudly, as they chant the service before the throne.— 
Utica Gios. Mess. 

Recantation.—It is stated in the British Magazine of the present 
month, that the Bishop of London, in April last, at the Chapel Royal, 
Whitehall, received the recantation of three Roman Catholic clergy- 
men, and puhlicly admitted them into communion with the Church of 
England. The priests who thus publicly recanted their errors, were 
the Rey, P. C. Mello, of Lisbon;the Rev. Dr. Vincent Gomez, of Lis- 
bon, and the Rev. Giovanna Battista di Menna, of the Kingdom of Na- 
ples, who had previously abjured his errors at Malta. These clergy- 
men, it is added, having become convinced of their errors, felt theme 
selves unable to remain in communion with the Chureh of Rome; but 
being at the same time desirous not to be separated from the communion 
of the Catholic Church of Christ, they applied to the Bishop of London 
to admit them formally into communion with the Church of England. 
The form used on the occasion was that of Archbishop Wake.— Church- 
man. 

Influence of Infant Baptism.—‘1 cannot but take occasion,’ says Mat- 
thew Henry, ‘to express my gratitude toGod for my infant baptism ; 
not only as it was an early admission into the visible body of Christ, but 
as it fnrnished my parents with a good argument, and, I trust, through 
grace, aprevailing argument, for an early dedication of myself to God 
in my childhood. If God has wrought any good work upon my soul, I 
desire with humble thankfulness to acknowledge the influence of my 
infant baptism upon it.’—Ch. Witness. 
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Belief 1s not Faith.—Nothing is more easy and nothing more common, 
than to believe that Jesus was sent from God, that he was “ approved 
as such by signs and wonders and mighty deeds,” that he most unjustly 
suffered a cruel death ;—and yet to have none of that faith by which 
men are justified before God; and of which Jesus so frequently declared 
—‘ Thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace.”” It is one thing to know a 
man to be an excellent physician; it is another thing to apply to him 
and follow his counsel. So it is one thing to believe in the history of 
Jesus as related in the Bible :—and another thing to rely on him as “ the 
Christ, the Saviour of the world,” by whom alone we obtain health or 
salvation.— Dr. J. B. Sumner, Bp. of Chester. 


A Dissenter converted by the Prayer-book.—It happened not long ago 
in Wales, that a youngster was appointed to the pastoral charge of a 
dissenting congregation. Dissent was low, and the Church popular. 
Something must be done to revive the cause: accordingly a lecture 
against the Prayer-book was suggested to the youthful minister as an 
admirable method, exhibiting his own powers, and raising the Dissenting 
interest at - To this he had but one objection,--which was, that he 
knew nothing about the Prayer-book. except, in general, that it was 
popish, and formal, and so forth. However he commenced his studies 
upon the dangerous volume, and dangerous it proved; for he found, to 
his amazement, a body of devotion, scriptural, spiritual, edifying. Ina 
word, he renounced Dissent, and is now a warmly devoted son and min- 
ister of the Established Church.—London Times. 


——>--- 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions, during the month of 
June: 











From St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, for Columbia Institute, - - $20 00 
From Sheldon Church, for Missions to the Jews, ° - - - 14 00 
From St. Michael’s Church, for Domestic Missions in general, - - 20 89 
“ ‘6 a for Nashotah Mission, - : - - 7 50 
a * ‘* for support of a student at Nashotah, - - 9 50 
$71 89 

J. K. SASS, 


Receiving Agent, Diocese of S. C. 


P. E. SOCIETY FOR THE ADV. OF CHRISTIANITY IN SO. CAROLINA. 
The Treasurer acknowledges the receipts collected at the following Churches, in aid of 





the Society. 
St. Michael’s, $58 85 
St. Philip’s, 67 23 Also, $50 from each of the following persons, constituting 
James Island, 22 00 | them members for life. 
Claremont, 40 00 | Rev. J. Bs Campbell, 
St. John’s, Fairfield, 10 00 Mr. J. Ward Simmons. 
$198 08 
ee 
CALENDAR FOR JULY 1846. 
5. Fourth Sunday after Trinity. 25. St. James. 
12. Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 26, Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 


19. Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 











MRS. MURDEN & DAUGHTERS. 
Boarding and Day School for Young Ladies, Society Street, 


CHARLESTON, £. v. 


The course of Instruction comprises the branches named below; and the departments of 
the School are so arranged, that the pupils may be advanced from the rudiments of knowledge 
taught at an early age, to the higher branches of Education. 

Special attention is paid to the moral and spiritual culture of the pupils—thus to prepare 
them for the hopes and joys of eternity, as well as for the diversified and responsible duties of 
the present life. Indeed, this School is designed to be thoroughly Christian, according to the 
views of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

The present arrangement has now continued for five years, during which period the Semi- 
nary has been visited weekly by the Rev. Panl Trapier, and the Rev. P. T. Keith, under 
whose superintendence the Holy Scriptures have been made the subject of daily study. 


TERMS. Per Quarter. 
Orthography and Reading, o< as oe cesses evened eevee eeeeeeeteeeet tees $5 00 
The above, with Writing ; Arithmetic ; Grammar ; History ; and Geography ; 9 00 


The above, with Natural and Moral Philosophy; Logic; Composition; 
Mythology; Belles Lettres; Chemistry; Astronomy, (with the use of 
the Globes; Algebra; Botany; Geography ; History ; and Antiquities of 





Ue Bibs cvoen sewers eee spedevcecdecbecte vececoeced eeeeee seer 12 06 
French, under Professor Guenebault,...ece sssce coos voce coe sees cece 10 00 
StAtIONALY, che coos soos cece cece cces socnescsce secces ce eeee scenes 50 
Fuel for the SCASOD, seccceteeese seeaseeees Cees eseeeseeseeeeeseerses ] 00 
Masters in Music &c., provided. 

Boarding, ..esee COCR OOH EE HE HEED CHEE EEE EOS HOSE ROME EEET CHEE CEES 50 00 
Day Boarding,.... COST SESH SESE SHE SH SE SHEE ESSE EE SESE EH SE SESE EESEES 20 00 
April Ist, 1846. 3 
AGENCIES. 

A. E, Mituer is Agent for the Spirit of Missions, in Charleston. ) 

The True Catholic, published at Baltimore (os Wanten. 
The Churchman, at New York, A person to obtain 
The Banner of the Cross, at Philadelphia. subscribers for these 
The Churehman’s Magazine, at New York. Works. For terms, 
The Works of Bishop Horne, do. apply at 

The Children’s Magazine, do. 

The Young Churchman’s Miscellany, do. No. 4 Broad-st. 





The Bishop White Prayer-Book Society. 


Just Published and for sale by A, E. Miller, No. 4 Broad-st., 

“ The New Week’s Preparation for a worthy receiving of the Lord’s 
Supper, recommended to the devout members of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the United States of America, consisting of Meditations and 
Prayers, for Morning and Evening of every Day in the Week, with 
Forms of Examination and Confession: and a Companion for the Altar, 
directing the Communicant in his Behaviour and Devotion at the Lord’s 
Table ; with Instructions how to live well; and a Form of Daily Self- 


examination.” (G> Price 624 cents. 
{> To Booksellers and others, the usual discount will be made. 








Receiving Agents for this Diocese. 

Tue Bisuop or tHE Diocsse for Missions, within the State, commonly called Dio- 
zesan Missions. 

JACOB K. SASS, Teller of the Bank of Charleston for Missions within the United States, 
ander the direction of the ‘‘ Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro. Episcopal 
Church,” commonly called Domestic Missions.. All monies sent by mail must be directed. 
to him at the Bank of Charleston, where he is always to be found duriug business hours. 

HENRY TRESCOT, Esq., Cashier of the State Bank, for Missions without the 
United States, under the direction of the Society above named, commonly called Fo- 
eeign Missions. ? 

EDWARD BLAKE, Esq. Teller of the Bank of South-Carolina, is Agent for re- 
ceiving any contributions to Bishop Chase’s Institution, Jubilee College. 

Dr. I. M. CAMPBELL, is Treasurer of the Fund for establishing and endowing one- 
er more Episcopal Schools, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, and will receive such, 
sums as may be offered for that purpose. 

















Receupts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years : 




















1845. 1846. 

Amount brought forward received for Amount brought forward for : 
Vols. XX] and XXII. 1194 50 Vol. XXIII. $119 00 
Deficiency for the two Volumes, end- ~| Rev. Josiah Obear, Winnsboro’, 3 50 
ing March 1846, at the rate of Mrs. Mary B. Pope, Beanfort, 3 00 
$624 per annum, 53 50 | Mr. Alex. Gregg, Cheraw, 3 00 
$1,248 00 $128 50 

NEW BOOK. 


EXPOSITORY LECTURES on St, Paul’s Epistles to the Colossians; being an attempt 
to apply the Apostle’s Argument respecting the errors on the subject of the Mediation of 
Christ at Colosse, to the present circumstances of the Church. By Bishop Wilson, of Cal- 
cutta. For sale by A. E. MILLER. 


A PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE BISHOP. 
A copy can be had on application, at the Office of the Gospel Messenger, No. 4 Broad- 
street. 








BOOKS JUST RECEIVED. 

Sermons on various occasions, by Rev. W. F. Hook, D. D., Vicar of Leeds, England. 

A Manual of Church Principles, by W. D. Wilson, A. M., a Presbyter of Western New 
York. 

Jewell’s Christian Morals. 

Foster’s do. do. 

Kip’s Double Witness of the Church. » 

The Primitive Church, by Rev. A: B. Chapin. 

The Dead in Christ, by Rev. J. W. McCullough. 

Ive’s New Manual, a reprint of Bishop Bowen’s edition. 

The True Catholic, 3 Vols. bound. 

The Churchman’s Library, 2 Vols. bound. 

The Prayers of the Church, by Rev. R. Newton of St. Paul’s Church, Philadelphia. 

Perfect Peace—Letters Memorial of the late John W. Howell, Esq., by Rev. D. Patcairn. 

Views of Gospel Truth; being a Companion of the Doctrinal Principles, and Practical 
Developments of various Religious Systems, by Rev. A. B. Chapin. 

Dissolving Views, or the Life of a Heathen and Christian Child, by W. Haig Miller. 

The Sunday School Teacher’s Encouragement, by the Rev. Benj. Dorr, D. D. 

The Touge of Time, or the Language of a Church Clock, by Rev. W. Harrison. 

The Christian Offering, and Churchman’s Annual, by Rev. John W. Brown. 








ALSO: 

The following new Library Books from the General P. E. Sunday School Union. 
The History of Joseph. , The Cripple of the Rail Road. : 
The History of our Lord, in Verse. The Rocky Island, a Parable. 

The Vision of the Three States, a Parable. The King and his Servants, a Parable. 
The Prophet’s Guard. The Little Wanderers. 


The Fall of Croesus, by Rev. W. Adams. 
A Manual of Oral Instruction upon the Bible; to which is appended a Glossary of Doc- 


trinal and Ecclesiastical terms found in the Prayer-book. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER. 


The « Bishop White Prayer-Book Society” 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Has appointed Mr, A. E. Miller of Charleston, S. C., Agent for the Society, for the 
Southern States. As the object of the Society is to promote an extended circulation of the 
Prayer-book, it is hoped, that the Members of the Church, in the Southern States, will make 
liberal contributions to its funds. | | 

Mr. A. E. Miller will constantly have on sale, the Society’s beautiful edition of the Book 
of Common Prayer, and those disposed to forward the objects of the Institution, can purchase 
at a low price, for Sunday Schools, Missionary, and other purposes. Contributions to the 
funds of the Society, will be received by Mr. Miller. 

S. AUSTIN ALLIBONE, 
Corresponding Secretary Bishop White Prayer-Book Society, 
Philadelphia, April 18th, 1846, 
{> A supply of Prayer-Books have been received. A. E. MILLER. 














